the USA are clearly described, as are important lines of investigation and therapy of hemorrhagic disorders, the latter more especially in relation to the proper use of blood and blood fractions.
Outlines of the principles of blood coagulation and of related transfusion therapy open the volume. The succeeding chapters are devoted to a wide range of hemorrhagic states. These include inherited disorders of blood coagulation, thrombocytopenias, disorders of platelet function, thrombolytic states and abnormal bleeding in liver disease, pregnancy and the newborn. In addition, appraisals of anticoagulant therapy and of the complications of massive transfusions are given.
While the book does not cater for the advanced hmmatological laboratory, it should be available on the shelves of those busy clinicians who have to treat patients suffering from hemorrhagic disorders.
E K BLACKBURN
Oral Antidiabetic Therapy 1956 Therapy -1965 With Particular Reference to Tolbutamide (Orinase) by H A Tucker MD ppix+676 $13.50 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1965 This book consists of titles or short summaries of 1,700 papers which are listed alphabetically by date. In spite of the title, papers published in the year 1965 are not included (except for two trifling references). There are no critical comments on the value of the papers.
The emphasis on tolbutamide is disproportionate. It may be explained by the author's position on the staff of a company manufacturing that drug. This lack of balance and the method of arrangement reduce almost to nil the book's value, but not its cost which is also disproportionate. I do not understand why this volume was thought worth publishing. Obviously interesting papers by Carstairs, who opened the discussions, by Gibbens on cultural aspects, by Wilkins on attitudes to drug taking and by Goulding on the law relating to control of prescribing, receive a precis that is all too brief. Most psychiatrists would strenuously oppose Linken's reported statements that: 'Amphetamines were good for the treatment of depression' and 'Dexedrines were very important for the flagging student'.
The remaining pages are devoted to unattributed observations by a large number of participants from a variety of professions. These make no authoritative contribution to the subject, nor do they present a rounded picture of the problem. It now seems inevitable that any congress is followed by an expensive although usually well edited report of the proceedings in book form. This volume gives the overall impression of a tremendous amount of careful and exacting work which has produced little but disappointing and often conflicting reports of the efficacy of hyperbaric oxygen therapy. Although there seems to be no doubt that gas gangrene and carbon monoxide poisoning may respond well to this type of treatment, its value in other conditions is extremely equivocal.
What is more certain is the undoubted risk, described in this book, to both patient and his medical attendant of oxygen poisoning, decompression sickness, avascular necrosis of bone and other unpleasant sequelb of oxygen administration at high pressures.
PETER COLE The Practice of Tropical Medicine by W H Hargreaves CB OBE FRCP FRcP(Ed) and R J G Morrison CBE QHP MD FRCP pp x +435 illustrated £4 4s London: Staples Press 1965 In this book the authors have succeeded in presenting a great deal of information on the practice of tropical medicine in a most readable form and in 400 pages. To enable them to do this the statements have had to be dogmatic and the style is abrupt but it has still been possible to include biographical and historical facts of great interest. It is obvious from the clinical details included that great personal experience has been drawn upon.
The book is divided into chapters according to the itiology of the diseases considered; apart from those of infective origin, the effects of heat and nutritional and genetic disorders are included together with a variety ofmiscellaneous conditions such as endomyocardial fibrosis, Burkitt's tumour and venous occlusive disease. All would not agree with statements such as that those with cysts of E. histolytica in the stools are not suffering from amcebiasis or that tetracycline should be the first choice in the treatment ofsevereamoebicdysentery; furthermoresigmoidoscopy during treatment for such an attack would appear unjustifiable. It is uncomfortable for the patient and provides no information of any value.
The book is well illustrated but there are a large number of spelling mistakes and other typographical errors, and it is rather expensive. For a few postgraduate students the subject may perhaps not be treated in enough detail but for the majority of doctors in tropical and temperate climates, this book can be strongly recommended.
H A K ROWLAND
Clinical and Experimental Immunology Vol 1 No. 1 January 1966 pp 118 illustrated 30s $5 quarterly; annual subscription £5 $17.50 Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications The birth of yet another journal must inevitably arouse mixed feelings, starting perhaps with dismay and curiosity. Clinical and Experimental Immunology is a recent arrival on the scene and there can be little doubt that the present boom in the subject will ensure enough contributions for its quarterly appearance. The journal is sponsored by the British Society for Immunology but the editorial board are scattered widely around the world. It is to be hoped that this will not lead to delay in publication, and the editor, Dr W J Irvine, expresses his own concern on this point.
The format is straightforward with a summary, sensibly enough, at the beginning of each article, and the list of contents, where it is easily found, on the back cover.
The first issue shows a judicious blend of five articles that could be termed clinical and four that are definitely experimental. They cover a wide range of topics and are all of a high standard but, with one possible exception, where Lewis, Schwartz and Dameshek suggest that chemotherapy may lead to autoimmunity through abolition of tolerance, there is nothing much to stir the imagination. A first number cannot be entirely typical and for the future we must hope that strict refereeing and selection will both maintain the quality, and allow some imagination to show through. This is in most respects a first-class book, not merely for overseas doctors to whom it is directed, but for many senior students and new graduates from medical schools in this country.
It collects into one volume a surprising amount of valuable information about social security, the structure and function of the Health Service and many aspects of British medical practice. There is general information about medical societies, certification, medical libraries, ethics, laboratory facilities and so on, which is only available elsewhere after prolonged searching.
The first few pages of Section 4, Medicine, are also useful although the list of euphemisms is. perhaps too brief to be of real value. It seems to the reviewer, however,.that in a book of this& nature the sections about reactions to drugs, infectious fevers and various medical emergencies. and surgical complications would be betteromitted, for they cannot replace standard works. with which the doctor is familiar.
The book concludes with a short historical section and a very brief glossary of terms in common use in medical administration.
There is no doubt that this book fills a need but when a new edition appears it is hoped that the opportunity will be taken to delete material dealt with in clinical texts. Perhaps it might find an even wider market and thus be of greater value if it appeared as a paper-back edition. This work is the sixth in the series 'Advances in Biology of Skin' and records the proceeding of the 14th symposium with this title held at the University of Oregon in May 1964. It was the first of these symposia to be held at Oregon, the earlier ones having been at Brown University. The chapters are each by different authors, all specialists in their own fields, and cover a wide range of subjects,-and numerous techniques have been used. The effects of ageing on the epidermis,. the hair follicles, sebaceous glands, eccrine sweat glands, melanocyte system and the dermal connective tissues are all described and the changes. discussed in relation to known causes of maturation and ageing. Although the greater part of the work deals with the changes in man, work on experimental animals is described where necessary. Thus in Chapter XV, Biophysical Aspects of Aging in Connective Tissue, we have the description of the differences in the mechanical properties and chemical composition of the tendonsfrom the tails of young and old rats. To the clinician probably the most interesting chapter is. that of Papa and Kligman on the effect of topical
